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August 18, 2020 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 

Since this COVID-19 pandemic continues and we have had to further delay our chapter 

meetings, the business of our chapters continues to add up. One of the objects of the 

Eastern Star is to be of assistance to those in need.  We must continue with our charitable 

assistance and our ESTARL and EDUCATION grants even during this pandemic.   

 

Another concern I have is the impact this long wait will have on those wishing to become 

members of a chapter.  

 

As your Worthy Grand Matron, I have established new temporary procedures until our 

chapters begin meeting again to conduct business.  This should allow us to help when 

charity or awards are needed and minimize the possibility of losing new members. 

 

This temporary “new” procedure for assistance is as follows:  

 

1. The applicant will complete the application.  

2. The applicant will forward the application to the Worthy Matron or the 

Secretary of his/her chapter or the nearest chapter if the applicant is a non-

member. 

3. The Worthy Matron and the Secretary act as the committee to investigate. 

4. The Committee will review the application to ensure that it is complete, has 

the proper signature and meets the requirements for assistance or a scholarship 

award as established in the Georgia Manual and Code. 

5. If found to be eligible, the Worthy Matron and Secretary will sign the 

application as the recommending approval authority.  The Secretary will 

forward the application and required copies to the appropriate Grand Chapter 

committee for further action. 

6. At the first chapter meeting upon return to regular meetings, when the Worthy 

Matron reports her actions taken during the Pandemic, she will include the 

receipt of the application, the name of the applicant, names of the 

investigating committee, recommendation and the results of the application.   

 

Additionally, membership is the life blood of our chapters.  During this long period of the 

pandemic, petitions for all types of membership have had to be held up.  To wait until we 

begin meeting again to appoint an Investigating Committee and then have it lay over until 

the next meeting before the vote will add to the length of time required for membership 

and possibly discourage new members.   
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Therefore, to minimize delay in accepting new members the following temporary “new” 

procedure will be followed: 

 

1. Petitions involving membership will be sent to the Secretary or Worthy 

Matron of the chapter.  

2. The Worthy Matron, the Worthy Patron and the Secretary will act as the 

Investigating Committee.   

3. This committee will perform the investigation as closely as possible as 

required by the Manual and Code.  The requirement to perform the 

investigation at the home of the petitioner is waiver during this pandemic.  

The committee and petitioner are to wear a mask and meet at a location where 

six (6) foot social distancing is possible. 

4. The committee will complete the Investigating Committee portion of the 

application. 

5. At the first chapter meeting upon return to regular meetings, the Worthy 

Matron will include in her report the receipt of the petition and the applicant’s 

name. 

6. Under Balloting Upon Petitions, the Secretary will read the petition and 

the recommendation of the Investigating Committee. 

7. Under Balloting Upon Petition, the normal balloting procedure will be 

followed as specified in the Ritual and Georgia Manual and Code. 

 

Again, I want to caution you that these “new” procedures are temporary and are to be 

used only during the COVID-19 pandemic period. 

 

The procedures specified in the Georgia Manual and Code will be followed when 

chapters begin having regular meetings again.  

 

Blessings of Love 

Tina Spier 

Worthy Grand Matron 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


